Syllabus Sociology 366
 The Chicana /Latina and Latin American/a experiences 

Instructor:  Sandra Gruner-Domic, Ph. D.

Office: KAP 348 B

Office hours: Thu 11-12 and by appt.
E-mail: grunerdo@usc.edu

Course Description:

In this course we are going to explore Chicana, Latina and Latin American women’s lives in contemporary America with a particular focus on gender and sexuality. The primary goal of this course is to provide a general background of the historical development. How women represent and change the vision of Latina/o history? The biographical profiles of Latina Legacies ( Ruiz and Schanchez Korrol) will help to understand the historical agency with an special accent on transnationalism, identity politics and feminist consciousness. We will explore the current conditions of these women in the past and present by looking at social structures, institutions and social relations that perpetuate economic inequality: post colonialism, race relations, immigrant lives, sexual politics, identity politics and representation. The multiple experiences of Hispanic, Chicana, Latina and Latin American women will be consider including their struggles for linguistic rights, citizenship, work conditions, racial and cultural hierarchies. Through this class, we will analyze the expression of different identities in literature, art and in contemporary accounts of collective and individual expressions. We will employ various theoretical perspectives to understand their racialized bodies and experiences as some of them inhabit transnational spaces. 
The readings of the class will focus on the narratives, biographies and oral histories of working-class, semiprofessional and professional women of Latin American birth or heritage. We will explore also the writings of Chicana feminists as the discursive space where women of color articulate intersected experiences of race, class, gender and sexuality. Also we will collect oral histories trough interviews with Latina women in our community to compare today’s experiences. 
Required Readings:
· Gabriela F. Arredondo, Aida Hurtado, Norma Klahn, and Olga Najera-Ramirez Chicana Feminism: A Critical Reader, Duke University Press Books (January 1, 2003) Paperback
· Vicki L. Ruiz, Virginia Sánchez Korrol (eds.)Latina Legacies: Identity, Biography, and Community (Viewpoints on American Culture), Oxford University Press 2005. Paperback.
· Debra Blake, Chicana Sexuality and Gender: Cultural Refiguring in Literature, Oral History, and Art, Duke University Press Books (January 1, 2008) Paperback.
· Ana Louise Keating, The Gloria Anzaldua Reader (Latin America Otherwise), Duke University Press Books (January 1, 2009) Paperback

