
Call for Proposals: 
Original Art Commissions for the Writing Center 

 
March 11th, 2015 

 
The USC Dornsife Writing Center will award five commissions for original artwork to be created by USC 
students and displayed on the walls of the Writing Center Gallery on the second floor of Taper Hall.  All 
students at USC are invited to propose original paintings on canvas, photographs, or sculptural hangings 
inspired by literary works, to be viewed by the thousands of undergraduate and graduate students who 
come to the Writing Center each year for assistance with their essays and other writing projects.    
 
Five recipients will be chosen for commissions of five hundred dollars apiece, which should include the 
cost of materials.  The project is sponsored by the Writing Program and by USC Dornsife College, the 
Provost’s Office for Undergraduate Programs, the Roski School of Art and Design, and the USC Chapter 
of Phi Kappa Phi, the All-University Honors Society. 
 
Proposals 
 
Proposals are due on or before Wednesday, April 1st, 2015 in the Writing Center (THH 216) or by email 
at writing@usc.edu and should include: 

1. A paragraph describing the planned new composition 
2. A paragraph about the literary work to which the artwork refers 
3. A preliminary sketch of the project 
4. At least two images of past work 
5. A brief curriculum vitae of the artist 

 
Media and Dimensions 
 
The projects will hang on the walls of the Writing Center, which are bare, white, and without windows.  
Most proposals are expected to be for painted canvases, though other works will also be considered.  
The spaces available can accommodate canvases up to 36" X 48" (height/width) at the largest, and not 
smaller than 18 X 24 inches.  Photographs should be mounted and/or framed, and should be printed on 
archival paper with archival inks.  All artworks must be made of archival materials, and no works can be 
considered that require technology to display.  Final artwork will be due by Friday, May 15th, 2015.  
 
Literary Inspiration 
 
Projects should refer in some way to literary works, but the form of written work and the relationship 
between language and art is flexible.  A project may present the landscape imagined by a work of fiction 
or use a single sentence from a significant work of non-fiction as its inspiration.  The Writing Center is 
located among departments in the humanities, but students come for writing assistance from all Schools 
of the University. Dornsife College will retain ownership of all commissioned work.    
 
Additional Questions 
 
Questions about the call for proposals should be directed to Professor Geoffrey Middlebrook, Director 
of the Writing Center, at middlebr@usc.edu or 213-740-0231.  
 

Deadline for proposals:  5 PM on April 1st, 2015 
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