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A photograph. A manuscript. A video testimony. 
An online database. A research consultation. 
The USC Libraries offer a wealth of collections 
and resources for students who are conducting 
advanced research and writing academic 
papers. The USC Libraries Research Award 
recognizes excellence and creativity in the use 
of our collections and services. Undergraduate 
and graduate students are invited to submit 
a  paper or project they have completed at 
USC in a for-credit class or independent study 
during the calendar year. A short reflective 
statement is also required, describing your use 
of either the libraries’ physical or electronic 
collections or resources. Criteria for graduate 
students and undergraduates are listed online 
at libguides.usc.edu/researchaward.

A selection committee will judge submissions 
based on the quality and depth of library 
research, selection of resources relevant to 
your topic, analysis and interpretation of library 
resources, and overall quality of writing. The 
reflective statement should give the judges 
insight into your choice of resources and 
overall research process, as well as how library 
resources, services, and interactions with library 
faculty and/or staff impacted your research. 

A cash prize is awarded for first and 
second place to undergraduate and grad- 
uate students. Visit the online research 
guide for further details. 



.

DEADLINE
The deadline for submissions is in January 
every year. Visit the online research guide at 
libguides.usc.edu/researchaward to find 
this year’s date.

AWARD RECEPTION
Winners are announced at a reception in 
Doheny Library in the spring semester. All 
winning papers are added to the University 
Archives and are published in a dedicated 
Research Guide and on the USC Libraries 
news blog. Submissions are also considered 
for inclusion in the annual OAPS (Outstanding 
Academic Papers by Students) publication.

QUESTIONS
Find all contest guidelines and submission 
details at: libguides.usc.edu/researchaward.

For additional questions, contact the USC 
Libraries Special Collections reference desk 
at (213) 740-5900 or via email at specol@
dots.usc.edu.

© 2016 USC Libraries


